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2026 
UMDIA FALL CONFERENCE 
Sept 15 - Sept 17, St. Cloud, MN 

Tuesday, September 15: 

11:00 am Golf Outing; Blackberry Ridge; 3125 Clubhouse Rd, Sartell, MN 56377 

Wednesday, September 16: 

Thursday, September 17: 

7:30 am  Breakfast Buffet 

8:00 - 8:30 am UMDIA Board Meeting with Scholarship Presentation  

8:30 – 10:15 am  Kristin Pronschinske 
Communication Divide – Leading Difficult Conversations In Multigenerational Dairy Farms – Today's workplace brings together up to five 
generations, each with different communication styles, expectations, and approaches to collaboration. This engaging session equips leaders 
with practical strategies to bridge generational communication gaps while building confidence and skills to navigate difficult conversations that 
strengthen trust, accountability, and team performance.   

10:15 – 10:30 am Break  

10:30 – 11:15 am Dr. Nicole Neeser, MN Department of Ag 
MN Department of Ag Updates – Dr. Neiser will share with us updates from the MN Department of Ag.  

11:15 - Noon Amo Creamery – Plant Highlight 
Ethan Johnson – Ethan started Amo Creamery in 2025 on his family’s dairy farm in Heron Lake, MN. Ethan will share with us his journey in 
starting his on-farm creamery as well as an overview of his business today. 

9:30 am Registration 

10:00 - 11:00 am Sabina Alexander, QualiTru 
From Food Safety Compliance to Food Safety Culture - Achieving lasting improvement in food safety initiatives requires moving beyond 
compliance-driven behaviors to foster a culture in which every employee understands values and takes ownership of food safety. This 
presentation examines safety culture through the lens of organizational development, demonstrating that sustainable cultural change is achieved 
by intentionally aligning leadership, organizational systems, employee engagement, and continuous learning. 

11:00 – 12:00 pm Curtis Gerrits, Compeer 
Dairy Economic Update – With the rollercoaster of the dairy markets, many are asking, ‘What is to come?’. Hear from Curtis on what this past 
year’s markets did, conversations that their team is having with dairy producers, the challenges and opportunities they expect to see coming 
down the pipeline, along with some benchmarking information from Compeer’s dairy peer group. 

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 - 3:30 pm Tour Geringhoff, 3405 Energy Drive, St. Cloud 
Since 1880, Geringhoff has specialized in the development of high-class and innovative harvesting heads that are head of the class no matter 
the crop. Geringhoff is headquartered out of Germany but four years ago they opened this first US based manufacturing facility right here in St. 
Cloud, MN, which is located just 10 short minutes away from the conference center. Because of the proximity, we will be carpooling to this 
tour. 

4:00 - 5:00 pm Track 1: Field Rep Breakout  
Field Rep Refresher, Brandon Wolf & John Wolf, MN Department of Ag  
Join John and Brandon as they give a short introduction/refresher on how to navigate the Field Rep SharePoint and what to expect during an 
IMS Survey as well as an FDA check rating.  They will also review common findings they see for IMS surveys.   
Track 2: Plant Sanitation Breakout  
Connecting the Dots: Everyday Cleaning to Food Sanitation, Spencer Lightfield, Hydrite 
You use sanitation principles every day, often without realizing it. Spencer will connect familiar cleaning and hygiene habits to food 
manufacturing practices to improve training and recognize how everyday actions play a role in preventing contamination. 

5:00 – 6:00 pm Social Hour & Silent Auction  

6:00 - 7:30 pm UMDIA Banquet & Awards  



Hotel Information:  
Best Western Plus Kelly Inn, St. Cloud – 100 4th Ave S, St. Cloud, MN 56301 
To receive the UMDIA discounted rate ($119.00 per night for a standard room), please make a reservation by 
calling by 320‐253‐0606. The block is under “Upper Midwest Dairy Association."  

Meeting Registration Form: 

To sign up for the meeting, please complete and return this form and submit payment, see details below. 
Registrations are due Tuesday, September 1st, 2026. 

Name: _______________________________ Company/Farm: ____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: _________________________________________ 

 Please check the boxes below to indicate which meals you’ll be attending: 

  Wednesday – Lunch  Wednesday, Dinner  Thursday – Breakfast 

 Please check which portions of the meeting you’ll be attending:  
* REMINDER – Member dues are on a calendar year basis. All membership dues must be paid BEFORE registering for the Fall Conference.

Total due: $_________________ 

 Then complete the two-step registration process: 

1. Email your completed registration form or mail with payment.
2. Submit payment online* (https://www.umdia.org/events) or mail a check.

Email: umdiamanager@gmail.com 
Mail: Scott Stude, UMDIA Treasurer 
PO Box 4033, Mankato, MN 56002 

Non-Member Rates 
Paying via Check: 
Conference $210.00 
Conference + Golf $270.00 

Paying via PayPal: 
Conference $215.00 
Conference + Golf $275.00 

Member Rates 
Paying via Check: 
Conference $150.00 
Conference + Golf $210.00 

Paying via PayPal: 
Conference $155.00 
Conference + Golf $215.00 

https://www.umdia.org/events
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